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Prior to joining ArentFox Schiff, James served as an attorney-advisor at US Customs and Border Protection
(CBP) from 2014 to 2021. During his tenure at CBP, he advised on legal and policy issues involving the US-
Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA), including issues relating to duty preference, classification, entry
procedures, recordkeeping, prior disclosures, penalties, duty deferral, and customs and labor enforcement. James
played a key role in developing CBPâ??s USMCA-related regulations and policies, including those related to the
automotive rules of origin, as well as other guidance and technical materials.

Before his USMCA work, James served in the Valuation & Special Programs and Border Security Regulations
branches within CBPâ??s Regulations and Rulings, where he drafted binding rulings and advised on a wide
range of customs and trade issues, including on valuation, classification, free trade agreements, special trade
programs, country of origin, and issues arising out of US Court of International Trade litigation.

Earlier in his career, James practiced at a boutique law firm specializing in transportation law and representing
freight forwarders and motor carriers. James was an editor on the George Mason Law Review and a law clerk for
the US Attorneyâ??s Office for the Eastern District of Virginia while attending law school.

*Not admitted in California. Admitted in Virginia only. Practice limited to federal trade and regulatory matters.

Publications & Presentations

Jamesâ??s publications include:
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â??The future of US policy on Chinese EV manufacturers,â?• Daily Journal, December 27, 2024
â??For a Good Cause: Reforming the Good Cause Exception to Notice and Comment Rulemaking under
the Administrative Procedure Act,â?• 18 Geo. Mason L. Rev. 1045, 2011

Jamesâ??s presentations include:

â??US Tariff Update - Best Procurement Strategies for US Solar PV and BESS Developers,â?• 
Sinovoltaics Webinar, March 26, 2025
â??Navigating Trade Remedies: Import Compliance Strategies in a Shifting US Trade Policy Landscape,
â?• Professional Association of Exporters and Importers Event, January 22, 2025
â??CUSMA Trade Update: Under a New US Administration,â?• Canadian Transporation Equipment
Association, November 27, 2024
â??Navigating Evolving Import Compliance in the Solar Supply Chain,â?• Sinovoltaics Webinar,
November 19, 2024
â??The Role of Policies and Regulations in EV Charging Infrastructure Roll-Out,â?• EV Chargeup 2024
Conference, July 10, 2024
â??Chips, Batteries, & Charging Stations: Biden Administration in High Gear to Secure the Automotive
Supply Chain,â?• DesignCon 2024, February 1, 2024
â??US Trade Regulation and the US Market,â?• Canadian Transportation Equipment Association
Conference, October 25, 2023
â??US / Canadian Trade Analysis,â?• Canadian Transportation Equipment Associationâ??s 59th Annual
Manufacturersâ?? Conference, October 3, 2022
â??USMCA Autos Panel,â?• Georgetown Law 42nd Annual International Trade Update, March 9, 2021
â??USMCA Uniform Regulations: Conversation with US CBP,â?• Motor & Equipment Manufacturers
Association (MEMA), June 24, 2020

In The News

â??Tariffs and Trade Wars: What to Expect in 2025,â?• SMT007 Magazine, January 2025
â??Build Tariff Planning into Product Development Strategy Early,â?• Design007 Magazine, February 22,
2024

Life Beyond the Law

James was formerly on the board of directors for the Conference on Asian Pacific American Leadership
(CAPAL), a non-profit organization whose mission is to increase public service opportunities for Asian
American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander Youth. James enjoys running, cooking, and discovering new
hiking trails.
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https://www.dailyjournal.com/mcle/1585-the-future-of-us-policy-on-chinese-ev-manufacturers
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